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Annex No. 1 Consent letter from the school involved 
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Annex No. 2 Consent form for young students to participate 
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Annex No. 3 Lesson plan sample 
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Annex No. 4 Problem-solving essay samples  

S3 

10º - Literacy Learning Celebration   

November 16th, 2022 

Essay: “The Pollution in The Cigarras Park” 

Pollution is when waste, residues and garbage enter spaces where they normally should not be, 

such as parks, natural reserves, among others, due to affect the ecosystem in a bad way. For this 

reason, the Cigarras Park in Bucaramanga has been seriously affected by this problem. Many 

people consider the Cigarras Park to be too polluted because it has a lot of environmental and 

visual contamination, which affects the citizens living near the park. According to Traslaviña and 

Gonzales (2021) they said that "La contaminación en el parque de las cigarras es un grave 

problema que afecta el calentamiento global y que también incrementa los problemas 

respiratorios” (Pollution in the Cigarras park is a serious problem that affects global warming and 

also increases respiratory problems). This essay talks about the analysis to the citizens about the 

pollution in the Cigarras park. 

The environmental pollution in the Cigarras park is currently very notorious, we can see it 

represented in waste, garbage, droppings of but among others. “El uso indiscriminado de los 

recursos naturales, la contaminación y la erosión de los suelos son algunos ejemplos de la 

contaminación ambiental” (Sepulveda, 2018) (The indiscriminate use of natural resources, 

pollution and soil erosion are some examples of environmental pollution), this is a part of the 

problem that has been increasing with the passing of the days and the ignorance of the people 
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who do it without caring about the consequences that this brings such as the deterioration of the 

park and respiratory diseases as a result of environmental pollution. On the other hand, visual 

pollution also seriously affects the park because there are many people who are unaware of the 

improper acts they perform such as: smoking, drug sales, fights and obscene acts. "La 

contaminación visual es la consecuencia de la actividad humana" (Editorial Etece, 2013) (Visual 

pollution is the consequence of human activity), as a result of this there are many children and 

adults who can be affected in different ways to see this kind of things especially the youngest who 

are the ones who may be confused about what they are seeing, however some of them learn 

from that and think it's okay because they do not have the knowledge of how bad it can be what 

they are seeing, for this reason children are the most affected by this type of pollution. 

A very good solution to overcome environmental contamination in the Cigarras Park, according 

to the analysis made by the students of the tenth grade of the Bilingual School La Consolata to 

the population that resides and goes to the park, is a campaign for the collection of garbage where 

all the people interested in having a clean park attend to help the environment and reduce the 

amount of waste on the trails and green areas of the park so that in the future they can go and 

not have problems with the waste in the park. The best solution for the second problem is a public 

talk inciting young people and adults of all ages to refrain from doing these acts either in the 

Cigarras park or anywhere else to also prevent the spread of this type of pollution throughout the 

city and take care of everyone. 

To end, we can conclude that the best solution for these problems are the campaign for the 

collection of garbage this because too much people will be ready to help on it, also it would be 

more viable because with the talk there is no 100% guarantee that the message reaches those 
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who have to reach them and which would solve the biggest problem that is the environmental 

pollution. 

REFERENCES: 

Editorial Etece (2013). Contaminación Visual. https://concepto.de/contaminacion-visual/  

Sepúlveda (2018). Problemas Ambientales En Los Parques. 

https://parquesalegres.org/biblioteca/blog/problemas-ambientales-los-parques/ 

Traslaviña and Gonzales (2021). Análisis de los Bienes y Servicios eco sistémicos asociados a los 

parques urbanos de San Pio, Parque de las Cigarras y Parque de los niños en la ciudad de 

Bucaramanga. http://repositorio.uts.edu.co:8080/xmlui/handle/123456789/5870  

S2 

15/11/2022 

Informal Transportation 

Illegal or informal transportation is a phenomenon reflected daily in the streets of 

Bucaramanga, Colombia; since traffic jams are frequently generated due to the need of people 

to move to their destination. Gonzáles and Buitrago (2021) states that immediacy, comfort and 

economy are some factors that encourage citizens to make use of informal transportation 

service. Likewise, the lack of employment, opportunities and strength in judicial processes are 

other determinants that do not allow this problem to be eradicated. This essay consists in 

evaluating the opinions of citizens in the Acropolis Shopping Center in Bucaramanga, Colombia, 

about informal transportation and how it influences this community.  
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According to the opinions of the citizens, insecurity, traffic and economy are the aspects most 

negatively influenced by informal transportation. This service is unsafe for people because these 

private vehicles are not affiliated with legally constituted companies; the vehicles do not pay 

SOAT (“Seguro Obligatorio de Accidentes de Tránsito” Compulsory Traffic Accident Insurance), 

which covers medical expenses, death and total and permanent disability in the event of a 

traffic accident, and some of the vehicles are stolen or borrowed. Therefore, if any accident 

occurs there is no insurance or company responsible for the safety of people or damages that 

may occur. Also, it affects traffic because some motorcycles that provide this service 

accumulate in certain places, generating disorder, occupying space on the road, and are even 

irresponsible when driving, passing through prohibited places, not respecting traffic signs, and 

affecting other people trying to move. 

Finally, this service affects public transportation economically *I matter, since it reduces income 

and causes large losses of money. According to Vanguardia (2021) the owners of this 

conventional transportation, such as the bus companies Unitransa, Trans Colombia and 

Lusitania, have decided to reduce the fare by $1.000 Colombian pesos. Coutrasan (the Urban 

Transportation Corporation) warms that the loss assumed by the transportation sector in the 

city is $2.000 Colombian pesos per user mobilized; daily economic losses exceed $232 million 

Colombian pesos. In addition, taxi drivers are also affected because as a public service, they 

must comply with requirements such as the operation card, taxes, the mechanical technician 

and the Compulsory Traffic Accident Insurance (SOAT). In an interview of Radio Taxis Libres, 

2020, Jairo Uribe, a taxi driver, said “El transporte informal está acabando con el trabajo de 

nosotros, que es legalmente. Económicamente grave porque un 30% o 40% se ha reducido a lo 
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que uno ganaba antes” (Informal transportation is destroying our work, which is legal. 

Economically serious because 30% or 40% has been reduced to what we used to earn).  

Although there is no way to eradicate this service 100%, the authorities are carrying out 

procedures to reduce the number of motorcycle taxi drivers. According to Álvaro Fernando 

Mariño, traffic officer of the Bucaramanga Traffic and Transportation Department,  interviewee 

by Alejandra Gonzáles and Daniela Buitrago, there is a procedure to follow when a transporter 

is found to be operating illegally: 

 “Nosotros pedimos los papeles. La Policía Nacional se encarga de verificar o de pedir las 

cédulas de ciudadanía de las personas que vienen en el vehículo. Se dispone a hacer la 

entrevista para verificar si realmente son personas que están usando este servicio o por 

el contrario son familiares del conductor, ahí es donde se sabe si es servicio informal o 

no es servicio informal. Si resulta que es positivo para servicio informal, se le impone una 

orden de comparendo y el vehículo queda inmovilizado. Tienen que bajarse en una grúa 

de la Dirección de Tránsito de Bucaramanga y la persona tiene que ir a comparecer a la 

inspección para sacar el vehículo” (We ask for the papers. The National Police is in 

charge of verifying or asking for the citizenship cards of the people who come in the 

vehicle. An interview is conducted to verify if they are really people who are using this 

service or if they are relatives of the driver, that is when we know if it is informal service 

or not informal service. If it is positive for informal service, a summons is imposed and the 

vehicle is immobilized. They have to get off in a tow truck of the Bucaramanga Transit 
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Authority and the person has to go to the inspection to take the vehicle out of the vehicle 

the inspection to remove the vehicle). 

However, there are people who need to make use of this service because it is more economical 

and practical; to help these people who need to make use of this service and find a solution to 

the insecurity, it is recommended to look for a reliable transporter, so that in this way, people 

can move with a little more security and comfort. Also, you can make use of other services or 

virtual platforms that provide a legal transportation service, in this way, you have multiple 

options to move safely and comfortably, helping workers who decide to pay the necessary 

requirements to provide an effective service to people.  

In conclusion, illegal transport cannot be completely eradicated because it is the economic 

livelihood of part of Bucaramanga's population. Also, there are many people who make use of 

this service because of its economic accessibility. There are other alternatives to move around 

the city in a safer way, with different prices and fares that guarantee good service and are 

adapted to people's needs.  

REFERENCES: 

● Gonzales, A. and Buitrago, D. (2021) Transporte ilegal, La Salida para el Desempleo en 

Bucaramanga, Unab Radio. Available at: https://unabradio.com/transporte-ilegal-la-

salida-para-el-desempleo-en-bucaramanga/ (Accessed: November 15, 2022).  

● SOAT: ¿Qué es el soat? (no date) SOAT | UNIVida S.A. Available at: 

https://www.univida.bo/soat/ (Accessed: November 15, 2022).  
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Contamination in the Cigarra’s park 
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In this essay I’m going to talk you about the contamination in the parks of Bucaramanga more 

specifically about the Cigarra’s park and why there is so much contamination on it. As we can see, 

contamination is a serious problem that is affecting the whole world because of the lack of 

awareness and this generates other problems such as global warming and other environmental 

problems. 

A group of students from the Consolata Bilingual School asked a serie of questions and surveys 

about the different types of contamination in the park. In the developing of this project it was 

possible to clearly evidence the causes of the contamination in the Cigarra’s park. Bellow I will 

present some problems that generate contamination and their respective possible solutions. 

One of the biggest problems in terms of contamination is that there are a large number of people 

who pass through this park and consume food and do not put of their garbage in the correct place, 

which are the garbage cans. One solution to this problem is to put more garbage cans to people 

deposit their garbage there. Another possible problem possible problem is the food vendors who 

are the biggest promoters of non-reusable plastics in which they package the food and this plus the 

consumers not disposing the garbage  in the right place generates a lot of contamination. However, 

a possible solution to this problem would be for the government to provide some biodegradable 

containers to these food vendors to reduce the percentage of contamination in the park due to plastic 

containers. The excrement of dogs, cats and other animals is also one of the causes of 

contamination, since when their owners take them out to relieve themselves, the owners themselves 

do not pick up or clean up the excrement of their pets and leave the waste on the ground. A possible 

solution to this problem is to have a bagging station in the park so that people with pets can take a 

bag, pick up the waste and throw the bag in the garbage cans. The last problem that the students 

found was the lack of awareness on the part of the citizens, who were not really interested in the 

conditions in which the park was because of the contamination. The solution to this problem would 

be to make awareness campaigns of how the park is because of the contamination, shows statistics 

of how day by day is the dirty park by garbage thrown on the ground, and possibly form a group 

of people who want to help clean the park voluntarily and once a week do a cleaning day. 

 

This is a problem that the subject is too extensive to talk about, in my opinion the citizens should 

be more aware of the damage that is being done in this park, It would be good to do awareness 

campaigns and it would also be good that all the people who transit this in this park can place their 

grain of sand to help decrease contamination. 

16 / 11 / 2022 

S5 

 

Literacy class  

Cellphones and their consequences at school 
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First of all, everyone knows that we have just come out of a pandemic in which the use of 

technology was implemented in a very big way, because of that the time to reactivate with 

normality the daily activities could not be completely left aside such technological devices; 

thanks to this, positive advances have been generated. However, there are problems such as 

the misuse of cell phones at school and that is what we will talk about in this text, how can we 

give a possible solution to the problem generated by the cell phone at school? 

On the one hand we have the misuse of cell phones at school, with them students are very 

distracted and I think that is the reason why the school does not allow cell phones. 

They are distractors because when students have easy access to a cell phone, they are more 

prone to lose concentration, and sometimes students use cell phones to see social networks, 

play video games at school or cheat on tests or class work, but other students use them to see 

support material. according to (Nicolas Camargo) his classmates are a clear example to show 

that at any time in class they can be distracted with a simple notification from their cell phones. 

On the other hand, there is a very serious situation which is the indiscipline of the students. 

they all know the rules of the institution where the use of cell phones is restricted, however 

they ignore it, presenting problems of indiscipline. Finally, it was concluded that students use 

the device inside the classroom, mostly for entertainment, having a negative effect, since it 

produces addiction, low academic performance and poor attention in class. (Viviar Flores, 2017) 

with this we can see that through studies and analysis it has been proven that cell phones can 

affect the academic performance of students and attention to classes.  

I think there are some solutions from my point of view and the first would be that the school 

implements more the use of cell phones, with this would generate that the student does not 

feel that need to be with the cell phone at all times because it would no longer be a bad thing, 

but on the contrary, it is being given use but in a more focused way that is the study and 

activities in class. Besides that, I think it would also be good to have small campaigns for 

students but in a more didactic way; making games that require the same devices and thus 

generate that feeling of listening to the student and their own satisfaction.  

finally, we can see that this situation of misuse of cell phones makes students lower or lower 

the academic level and that the level of discipline increases because in my case, I am aware that 

sometimes I deviate from the class to use the cell phone for a moment or answer some 

messages, but I also think that in the spaces that the school gives us to use it is working, 

because for us it is more comfortable and faster to perform the activities. 

 

S6 

 

Homeless in the Cigarras park 
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 Imagine that you are walking through Bucaramanga and you go through a park, more specifically 

the Cigarras park, and you see people walking, kids playing and homeless people sleeping in the floor with 

some stuff around them, hungry and probably sick, is sad to see homeless people and more knowing that 

the society and the government don’t do too much to help them, it’s not their fault but homeless in public 

places could make some trouble and discomfort for passers-by and to the community, usually make people 

feel unsafe, increase the trafficking and use of drugs, and pollution or accumulation of garbage but mostly 

fear. Some of this or all these negative aspects that homeless produce can be deleted helping them and giving 

them opportunities having social empathy but also finishing the corruption in social campaigns. 

 First, we have to keep in mind that not all homeless are as society tends to show them, as bad people, 

only because of their aspect or their needs but also all of them are good people, such as Chris P.B (2022) 

said “Society tends to cast them in a negative light and make them out to be bad people who are in the 

situation they`re in because of that. But this is just an unfair and inaccurate stereotype”. Because of that 

people usually feel unsafe when they see homeless and try to avoid them, this could be solved creating 

campaigns to change the beliefs and stop or deleting the bad reputation that homeless people have 

emphasizing that they are also people, They are people, in addition, homeless people could be helped so 

that they can have food and other basic needs, even if it is little, giving them a more common and clean 

appearance, thus generating more trust with people and in the same way receiving more help. 

 “Problems with drugs or alcohol can be part of a person`s spiral into homeless. Of course, not 

everyone who has problems with alcohol or drugs becomes homeless and not every homeless has problems 

with drugs or alcohol abuse” (Drugs and Alcohol: Crisis UK). As I said before, we do not have to judge all 

homeless people in a general way. Not everyone ended up in the situation they are in because of drugs or 

alcohol, other reasons for ending up homeless are mismanagement and investments in their economic lives 

or social or marital complications which can lead people to lose all they have, in accordance with Guillermo 

Gonzalez (2022) a common habitant of Real de Minas that I interview express his disagreement about the 

incompetence of the government to help homeless, in order to significantly reduce the use of drugs and 
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alcohol consumption among people in need, people could be made aware to stop giving alms and allocate 

money to non-profit foundations that focus on sectors of the city, in addition to being supervised not only 

by the government if not by the community itself to avoid the theft of said money and corruption in order 

to better the help the homeless and also create more confident with different foundations. 

 Another of the negative aspects that a homeless person can generate in a community or public space 

such as a park is the accumulation of garbage, especially people who live and settle in a public place to take 

refuge at night or in times of storm. cold they accumulate what for us is rubbish but for them it is the only 

thing they have, even though they are things that help them in one way or another to improve or make their 

difficult situation a little easier, they can accumulate many things and start to bother people by blocking the 

passage, attracting stray animals such as dogs, which not all but some may present threats to everyone, either 

due to their aggressiveness or they may carry diseases and infect other animals, as well as the increase in 

bad smells and others. negative effects on the environment, although the pollution does not only affect 

passers-by since the air pollution produced mostly by wealthy people a, factories, vehicles and others 

strongly affect the homeless since they do not have a house in which to take refuge from this phenomenon, 

the purchase of the home less’s waste by garbage companies could be considered to motivate the homeless 

not only to help the environment but also by helping them by giving them food or hygienic necessities that 

they have in exchange for the garbage. 

 The homeless are not always to blame for ending up in the situation in which they find themselves, 

since a bad investment and use of money can lead anyone to end up living on the streets, as well as the 

excessive consumption of drugs and alcohol that are a major expense. Unnecessary for anyone, we should 

not only help homeless people to be able to improve their lives by giving them a plate of food that we have 

left over from our lunches, since even for them it is one of the few bits of happiness they can have in days, 

but also as John Lingan says (2020) One of the best ways to help homeless people is by donating clothes, 

funding, offering our time if possible to help in different campaigns and also choosing our leaders well and 

in the best way as presidents and mayors, not only is the community one of the most important points to 
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help the homeless, politics has a great weight in the progress and quality of life of the homeless and 

Depending on the politicians, many and different economic funds will be allocated to charitable causes that 

help the homeless and also with the same government programs that take care of this, but the leaders must 

be chosen well to avoid corruption, which is one of the causes of poverty everywhere. We need to stop 

generalizing all homeless people the same way and be more empathetic to others by putting ourselves in 

their shoes and how we wish they would help us in their conditions and how bad it would feel to be ignored 

and belittled. 
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S7 

Tolerance In the San Pio Park 

The San Pio Park is a place very frequented by the citizens of Bucaramanga and its 

metropolitan area, it is quite famous because it is a natural area which has courts and games 

suitable for the enjoyment of children and adults. But the advantages that this park has, usually 

can be affected by the debates from the different points of view that exist with respect to the 

consumption of cannabis. Cannabis has always been a controversial issue, especially in a 

country like Colombia that has a background of violence linked to dg trafficking and drugs.  

Quoting from an article in the magazine chain “El Tiempo”, "In terms of moderate cannabis 

consumption, Colombia is in first place, with 62.5%. The figure is alarming, as it greatly exceeds 
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those of Peru and Ecuador, which appear in the first three places with 28.6% and 14.8%" 

Delgado, M.C. (2021). Colombia is a country with a high rate of cannabis consumption, also a 

country full of places where substances are freely consumed, and it is no secret that in the San 

Pio Park you can witness the consumption of psychoactive substances including cannabis, but 

this consumption generates different opinions because this park is frequented by children and 

their families. To see the different perspectives, we conducted a survey in San Pio Park, based 

on the following question: How do you feel about cannabis use in the park? According to an 

answer of an interviewees "I think it can become annoying and feel like your environment is 

being invaded.” Unknown, 2022. This opinion is shared with 3 respondents out of 5 who express 

that they feel that their peace can become invaded, and they do not feel entirely comfortable. 

In this survey we can see many different responses, clearly based on the thinking of the 

respondents. But two of the interviewees responded that "The smell could become 

uncomfortable, but as long as someone does not violently interfere with my peace, I don't see 

any problem since it is the life of individual people so they can do whatever they want" 

Unknown 2022.  As you can see there are different perspectives and the world in general is full 

of different points of view, but for us to be able to coexist we must have tolerance, this is 

something difficult talking about drugs and other psychoactive substances in Colombia, but if 

we can coexist with people who act and think differently from us this society would be worse. 

At San Pio Park, entire families come to witness the consumption of cannabis and some of them 

have retaliated against people who consume cannabis, making a park for coexistence look like a 

park in which peace and family atmosphere is interrupted due to the lack of tolerance that 

some people may have. It is also evident that the harmonious atmosphere of the park is 

affected by the consumption of cannabis, even though it is not a justification for violent 

retaliation among citizens, but to maintain a general calm it does not cost us anything to have a 

little tolerance. 

Another aspect that is affected by cannabis consumption is the environmental pollution it 

generates. Either by the pollution in the air that a cannabis cigarette generates or by the wastes 

that are voted in the green areas of the park. This obviously affects children, adults, and society 

in general because the green areas of the park are filled with pollution from cannabis residues, 



EMPOWERING YOUNG VOICES IN THE COMMUNITY       
 18 

 

cigarette butts, cigarette smoke and carbon footprint. According to the magazine El Tiempo 

"The carbon footprint left by the massive indoor production of cannabis, due to the intensive 

consumption in light and air conditioning, amounts to between 2.2 and 5.1 tons of CO2". Press, 

E. (2021). So, in addition to the environmental damage that cannabis consumption generates, it 

is not comfortable and safe for people with breathing problems to be inhaling cannabis smoke; 

it is not fair that not all people can enjoy a recreational environment and must refrain from 

enjoying the park because pollution will affect their lungs. To be able to enjoy the park itself 

without putting the environment and other people in the park at risk, a type of time control to 

reduce the consumption of cannabis in the park would be the best idea. It would not put people 

who consume cannabis in uncomfortable situations and expose them to strong comments 

against themselves. People who have respiratory problems would not be in uncomfortable 

situations where they cannot breathe well because of the cannabis smoke. The Park and its 

green areas would have more care since the consumption would decrease and its 

contamination with carbon footprint or with cannabis residues would decrease. 

The world, not only Colombia, is full of people and it is very difficult that we all think the same 

or have the same opinions; so, Colombia is not only very diverse in its landscapes and culture, 

but also in opinions and points of view. Any country in the world should seek an equality of 

views, but no one will ever be happy with every situation, especially with something as 

controversial as cannabis. I do not think it would be appropriate to end up in violent arguments 

or disrupt the harmony of a park for families like San Pio, even being a family environment 

where cannabis is consumed, but there is also recurrent presence of children should seek a 

regulation in the schedules so everyone as individuals can enjoy their activities and free time 

without "invading" the space of another citizen; we would win a point as a society because we 

would accept as tolerance the right that all citizens have to enjoy public recreational areas. 

Tolerating does not count, even more so if we can move forward step by step together.  
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S8 

Tolerance In the San Pio Park 

The San Pio Park is a place very frequented by the citizens of Bucaramanga and its 

metropolitan area, it is quite famous because it is a natural area which has courts and games 

suitable for the enjoyment of children and adults. But the advantages that this park has, usually 

can be affected by the debates from the different points of view that exist with respect to the 

consumption of cannabis. Cannabis has always been a controversial issue, especially in a 

country like Colombia that has a background of violence linked to dg trafficking and drugs.  

Quoting from an article in the magazine chain “El Tiempo”, "In terms of moderate cannabis 

consumption, Colombia is in first place, with 62.5%. The figure is alarming, as it greatly exceeds 

those of Peru and Ecuador, which appear in the first three places with 28.6% and 14.8%" 

Delgado, M.C. (2021). Colombia is a country with a high rate of cannabis consumption, also a 

country full of places where substances are freely consumed, and it is no secret that in the San 

Pio Park you can witness the consumption of psychoactive substances including cannabis, but 

this consumption generates different opinions because this park is frequented by children and 
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their families. To see the different perspectives, we conducted a survey in San Pio Park, based 

on the following question: How do you feel about cannabis use in the park? According to an 

answer of an interviewees "I think it can become annoying and feel like your environment is 

being invaded.” Unknown, 2022. This opinion is shared with 3 respondents out of 5 who express 

that they feel that their peace can become invaded, and they do not feel entirely comfortable. 

In this survey we can see many different responses, clearly based on the thinking of the 

respondents. But two of the interviewees responded that "The smell could become 

uncomfortable, but as long as someone does not violently interfere with my peace, I don't see 

any problem since it is the life of individual people so they can do whatever they want" 

Unknown 2022.  As you can see there are different perspectives and the world in general is full 

of different points of view, but for us to be able to coexist we must have tolerance, this is 

something difficult talking about drugs and other psychoactive substances in Colombia, but if 

we can coexist with people who act and think differently from us this society would be worse. 

At San Pio Park, entire families come to witness the consumption of cannabis and some of them 

have retaliated against people who consume cannabis, making a park for coexistence look like a 

park in which peace and family atmosphere is interrupted due to the lack of tolerance that 

some people may have. It is also evident that the harmonious atmosphere of the park is 

affected by the consumption of cannabis, even though it is not a justification for violent 

retaliation among citizens, but to maintain a general calm it does not cost us anything to have a 

little tolerance. 

Another aspect that is affected by cannabis consumption is the environmental pollution it 

generates. Either by the pollution in the air that a cannabis cigarette generates or by the wastes 

that are voted in the green areas of the park. This obviously affects children, adults, and society 

in general because the green areas of the park are filled with pollution from cannabis residues, 

cigarette butts, cigarette smoke and carbon footprint. According to the magazine El Tiempo 

"The carbon footprint left by the massive indoor production of cannabis, due to the intensive 

consumption in light and air conditioning, amounts to between 2.2 and 5.1 tons of CO2". Press, 

E. (2021). So, in addition to the environmental damage that cannabis consumption generates, it 

is not comfortable and safe for people with breathing problems to be inhaling cannabis smoke; 
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it is not fair that not all people can enjoy a recreational environment and must refrain from 

enjoying the park because pollution will affect their lungs. To be able to enjoy the park itself 

without putting the environment and other people in the park at risk, a type of time control to 

reduce the consumption of cannabis in the park would be the best idea. It would not put people 

who consume cannabis in uncomfortable situations and expose them to strong comments 

against themselves. People who have respiratory problems would not be in uncomfortable 

situations where they cannot breathe well because of the cannabis smoke. The Park and its 

green areas would have more care since the consumption would decrease and its 

contamination with carbon footprint or with cannabis residues would decrease. 

The world, not only Colombia, is full of people and it is very difficult that we all think the same 

or have the same opinions; so, Colombia is not only very diverse in its landscapes and culture, 

but also in opinions and points of view. Any country in the world should seek an equality of 

views, but no one will ever be happy with every situation, especially with something as 

controversial as cannabis. I do not think it would be appropriate to end up in violent arguments 

or disrupt the harmony of a park for families like San Pio, even being a family environment 

where cannabis is consumed, but there is also recurrent presence of children should seek a 

regulation in the schedules so everyone as individuals can enjoy their activities and free time 

without "invading" the space of another citizen; we would win a point as a society because we 

would accept as tolerance the right that all citizens have to enjoy public recreational areas. 

Tolerating does not count, even more so if we can move forward step by step together.  
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Annex No. 5 Pizza-team organization 
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Annex No. 6 Survey sample designed by students 
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Annex No. 7 Data analyzed by students  
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Annex No. 8 Wrap-up activity 
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Annex No. 9 Teacher-researcher journals 

  

Journal Jul 12 – Jul 15 

Step: Disclosure of the pedagogic proposal w/ students  

Observation  Reflection 

For this presentation, I decided to dispose the last 40 minutes 
of the class to share with these 10th graders what the 
pedagogical intervention was about, the reason to apply it with 
them and the route that we were going to follow. The way I 
purposed the project was deductive as I made them some 
questions such as what places do you consider as your 
community? And why? What is the impact of young people on 
the society? A student answered that there was youth who did 
impact their society but only it happened because they had 
some connections with older people, so they could make 
decisions.  
Another mentioned that not always youth was visible in a 
community.  
After hearing some responses, I explained them how the 
project was going to be applied and that they were going to be 
the main actors through that process. 
Also, I clarified that the relationship teacher-student might be 
turned into a more equal relationship. I made this presentation 
in Spanish, so they could have a clear understanding of it.  
In the last stage, they also had questions such as if they were 
going to interact with other people or how they were going to 
be graded. I explained to them that grades would be of course 
based on their performance in the class, which means how 
much they got involved or they participated in the activities 
proposed.  
At the end, there was a small snack.  

I noticed how curious SS about the project 
presented and how they would be able to have an 
active role.   
SS were aware of the roles that youth might 
perform but only if there was some adult influence  
SS seemed to be excited about noticing that their 
English classes were going to be different.  
It seems to me that they also made some 
connections with the topics taught in the previous 
term (citation, reference or, structure of a 
paragraph) and that there would be a writing 
component involved for the upcoming terms.  
Ss were surprised that at the end there was a snack 
and enjoyed it as well.  

  

Journal Jul 18 – Jul 22 

Steps: Recruit the team and build relationships 

Observation  Reflection 
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This class started with an ice-breaker related to find common 
things with their classmates. Students were relaxed and had 
good communication among them.   
Then, there was a brief talk about strengthens and 
weaknesses. There was a reflection about how often we are 
recognized by our strengthens instead of highlighting the 
weaknesses. For this activity, most of SS expressed that they 
were not recognized by their skills.  
SS filled out a test about strengthens and weaknesses 
After that, SS had to create their groups from 5 to 6 people. 
The teacher explained to them that the organization was based 
on what they can contribute to this group to have more 
strengths as the group would be for 2 terms.  
SS were creative and felt comfortable with their groups. They 
also set a name for their groups which validated their identities 

SS felt engaged with the ice-breaker and they might 
have strengthened their relationships not only w/ 
their friend but also w/ their classmates in general. 
When it was about the topic of weaknesses and 
strengths, they looked quieter but also shy. It could 
be because of some questions related to whether 
they were recognized or rewarded due to their 
skills. I shared w/ them some thoughts about how 
important it is to improve both sides, but also to 
focus a bit more in the skills to master them, so 
they could become that person that they want to 
be.  
The idea of team work was exciting for them and 
made them feel more engaged with the class. 

  

Journal Jul 25 – Jul 29 

Steps: Critical awareness from Genre pedagogy principles 

Observation  Reflection 

The lesson started showing the cover of the book assignment  
There was a brief talk about poverty, families that are 
impacted by this issue, their background, and real cases 
SS participated and shared their different points of view about 
seeing homeless people in their communities.  
SS took the time to read the first two chapters and then to 
develop a set of questions about the reading.  
One of the questions made was "Riis didn’t success in the 
urban areas, despite it was his main objective. How would you 
have promoted the awareness of this critical situation if you 
were this photographer?", so, some students agreed on doing 
the same, showing their work through visible means such as 
newspapers, or social media. They reflected on how powerful 
mass media is now and that if you persist on a specific aspect 
or thing to show, more people would get to know it.   

Some SS are aware that there are social issues but 
they are not aware if those problems that surround 
them. Some others did share that their city has 
been impacted by migration and it has had several 
consequences, but they don't know how young 
people can take action on these situations.  
SS might need more sensitive towards social issues 
that take place in Bga.  

  

Journal Aug 1 – Aug 5 

Steps: Critical awareness from Genre pedagogy principles 

Observation  Reflection 
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Before continuing with the reading tasks, I explained with 
examples the differences of the concepts: immigrant, emigrant 
and migrant. 
For the third chapter, there is a section in which was described 
the main character's background, making emphasize that their 
roots were from a different country, which made this person 
an immigrant. SS not only made a mind about this character 
information but also, they were asked to gather information 
about their own family's background.   
For the next lesson, SS designed their own mind maps about 
their root family: where their family started settling down and 
what was their journey until current days. For this activity, 
students were engaged and enjoyed sharing with their 
partners their roots. There was a student who was shy and 
didn't feel connected because he shared with me that his 
family has always lived in Bucaramanga. I was thoughtful about 
his feelings, so I asked them if they were able to move in 
different neighborhoods from time to time. The student 
reflected on it and by the time he delivered their mind, there 
were a couple of places in the same city in which they have 
already been to. I asked them for special memories that they 
could have in each neighborhood and I highlighted how this 
student was quite aware of his hometown.  

  

  

Journal Aug 8  – Aug 12 

Steps: Critical awareness from Genre pedagogy principles 

Observation  Reflection 

Through the fourth and fifth chapters, there were some 
historical facts in USA: industrialization and the social reform. 
At this point, I noticed that if the reading checks kept in the 
same way, it would turn into a quite passive assignment and 
socialization of the workshops as not all students participated 
and some got distracted. So, in this opportunity, students had 
to gather into their groups and do some research related a 
specific historical fact mentioned in the book and then they 
would make a brief presentation.  
On top of that, SS were allowed to be outside of the classroom 
and to make use of their cellphones. When I had the chance to 
go through each group and ask them about the workshop 
development, I noticed that one group divided the questions 
so each SS was in charge of a specific item. Then, when I 
passed around after some time, they had finished their 
individual research and now they were socializing to the rest of 
the group their what they found.  

It is important that once in a while SS are able to 
change the place where they take the class, so their 
attitude towards the subject doesn't turn into 
apathy but their confidence about use technological 
devices increases.  
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After all the groups finished the task, we met up in the 
classroom to make each presentation.  

  

Journal Aug 16  – Aug 19 

Steps: Critical awareness from Genre pedagogy principles 

Observation  Reflection 

The last chapter of the reading was linked to a specific social 
issue: children in poverty. For this session, we not only talked 
about the responsibility of parents, but also about this issue as 
the consequence of local and national management and wars. 
Additionally, to include intertextuality, we listened to the song 
"Canción para un niño en la calle" and discuss how similar and 
different has been the situation for kids in our country in 
comparison to the content of the book.     
While listening the song, students seemed to be quite attentive 
and sensitive about its content. Then, when we talked about 
how this issue was related to Colombia, one student connected 
this situation with what she sees every day next to her building 
because there are displaced families with many children. 
Another student went beyond and shared that the following 
"Colombia is a country stigmatized by regions in the cities. It 
might be that these precarious situations are not seen but in 
places such as the remoteness of the country as in La Guajira, it 
is visible a greater poverty in which children often run naked, 
they do not have food and live in some cases of donations from 
tourism, because the state has excluded and abandoned them 
and gives them the chance to get ahead with education or 
economic support or humanitarian aid." 

This was a good strategy to make SS more aware of 
how close social issues are from them. The fact of 
discussing issues that impact childhood or youth is 
more visible due to their age, so in this case, they 
did become aware that even on the way to go to 
the school, they recognize that there are people 
who are directly impacted by these issues.  

  

Journal Aug 22  – Aug 26  

Steps: Define issues  
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Observation  Reflection 

For this new stage, SS had the chance to read some articles 
about youth around the world doing research in their 
communities. SS focused on what the projects where about, 
what the role of the kids was, what their goals were and 
challenges. Additionally, they had some takeaways about 
youth working for their communities. SS recognized that young 
people do have a voice and that they can create educational 
and safety spaces for other young people, for example 
providing sexual education.  

Having shared those articles  has been another way 
to make SS notice that youth can really take action 
in their communities to provide a better 
environment for other young people to live.  

  

Journal Aug 29 – Sep 2  

Steps: Define issues  

Observation  Reflection 

This activity gave the chance to introduce the topic of social 
issues as itself. I explained to them what a social issue is, what 
a root cause is and how it is linked to the issue, and how 
systemic reasons divide society to favor some over others. 
Based on that, students made some practical exercises 
analyzing "isms" such as classism, racism, or sexism in specific 
locations to find out the root cause in those contexts.  

  

The next two weeks from Sep 5th to Sep 17th are related to 
the Consolata's week and the final exams of third term   

 

  

Journal Sep 19 – Sep 23 

Steps: Define issues (in their community)   

Observation  Reflection 

In this lesson, SS were asked to gather in their groups, discuss a 
possible place in their community to observe. As a task, they 
were asked to to go to that place and observe what issues they 
could identify. Then in the next session of this week, they 
gathered once again to discuss the issues found and focus in 
just one to work on it. We made a socialization at the end of 
each group sharing the community they were going to explore 
and the issue found. Two groups chose the same location and 
felt disappointed; however, I made them aware that even 
though one was going to focus only in the park, the other one 
was going to be a bit broader as they would check the 
conditions related to homeless people in the area.  

SS needed also some support delimitating the 
places and issues chosen because it is important 
that SS are safe in the places they explore.  
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Journal Sep 27 - Sep 30 

Steps: Research design    

Observation  Reflection 

In this session I explained to SS that means to do research and 
how it is connected to the information that they just gathered. 
Thus, I introduce some type of instruments used for research: 
survey, interview, photovoice and observation.  
For this lesson SS learned about Survey and interview. For the 
survey, they analyzed some samples and corrected some of its 
sections. I also shared with them the structure and type of 
questions that might be used.  
Then, for the interview, we made an exercise more practical. I 
emphasized that an interview has an introduction, then the 
development of the questions and a closure. So, we propose a 
topic (consumption of energetic drinks in young people and 
created some questions), then SS practiced an introduction of 
this topic, the questions and the closure within them. After the 
interview was done, the interviewee had the chance to rate 
the interviewer and provide them a feedback.  

It was important that SS made some tries within 
their peers on how they would apply an instrument, 
so they would be confident by the time they are in 
the chosen places. 

  

Journal Oct 3 – Oct 7  

Steps: Research design  

Observation  Reflection 

For this session, SS learned about photovoice and observation. 
For the photovoice, we talked about the importance of 
gathering this type of evidence but also the ethical that it 
carries out having the concern of the people who are being 
recorded.   
In order for them to understand more about this instrument, 
SS played a scavenger hunt, in which they had to photograph 
abstract nouns through the school. After taking pictures, they 
submitted to Padlet. Then, for the observation, aiming all the 
class made a list of places around the school, then in groups of 
three, SS went to observe the place, to take some notes and 
probably highlight what they find particular in this place.  
While I was walking through the school, I joined one of the 
groups, they were in front of a primary classroom, the tenth 
graders were quiet and were just taking notes. By the time we 
socialized both experiences, I asked one person of the group 
their perception about both activities and the place they chose. 
This Student expressed that both instruments require attention 
and sensitivity to capture or describe what one really wants to 
say, and regarding the place, they noticed how children were 
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focused on the lesson of the teacher. One of them highlighted 
that the teacher who was in the classroom had taught him 
when he was in primary and recall that one particular feature 
of this teacher was that he is very expressive, use songs and 
mimic to engage kids.  

Oct 10th to Oct 14 - Class break  
 

  

Journal Oct 18 – Oct 21 

Steps: Research design and conduct research  

Observation  Reflection 

The class started with a a recap of the instruments taught 
before the break. Then, I explained to the students that each 
group had to choose two instruments, to design them and at 
the end of the week, they would apply them in the place 
chosen to explore. Students were excited and nervous of 
applying the instruments as they would have to interact with 
the community with a particular purpose.  
During the design of the instruments, SS took into account the 
information taught about them and most of the groups 
decided to design surveys and interviews. 
One S shared with me the questions created by their group, 
they were going to apply them in the cigarras Park, and he 
asked me if people were going to take them seriously.  I 
reaffirmed to him that people would do and that in order to 
show reliability, they had to introduce themselves and explain 
the purpose of the interview or survey. On top of that, I 
encourage this student to feel proud of explore their 
community in this way.  

SS not only need some practice to know how to 
apply an instrument, but they also need, as 
everyone else when trying something new, some 
guidance and support from someone to let them 
know that they are doing right. This also reaffirmed 
that moment when SS mentioned that they are not 
usually recognized by their skills.   

  

Journal Oct 24 - Oct 28 
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Steps: Analyze data 

Observation  Reflection 

Once SS applied their instruments, that first class of the week, 
SS were quite excited and all wanted to share their experience 
interacting with people. Some were surprised about how 
people were willing to share their point of views about a 
specific problematic in the area, these people also were 
curious about who the SS were and why they were doing that 
activity. Some others were shocked that people were rude with 
them and refused to help SS. After that, SS worked on their 
notebooks answering some questions about this experience. 
While going through the classroom, one student shared that 
they realized how serious is the impact of mototaxismo in their 
area and as he got the chance to got to know those 
perspectives, he reflected on being more aware and serious 
about this topic as he used to make jokes about it.   
After that, there was an ice breaker called "Marshmallow 
Challenge", in which SS gathered in groups and made a 
construction out of 20 spaghetti sticks, a marshmallow, a 
meter of tape and a meter of string. The idea was to create the 
tallest free-standing structure and the marshmallow must to 
be on the top in 18 minutes. SS had a great time as teams, as 
they worked really well to achieve the goal of the activity. 
Some were laughing all the time and when I went to chekc one 
of the groups, I asked fort the marshmallow and they though 
that it was a gesture and they ate it.  
After this activity, I explained to them that among the group, 
they would have to analyze the information collected finding 
patterns, like a coding-ish analysis. As some students recorded 
their interviews, they had to transcribe them and then analyze 
them, so this activity took almost the 3 sessions of this week.  

  

  

Journal Oct 31 – Nov 4 

Steps: Advocate for change from an argumentative writing voice 

Observation  Reflection 
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Once SS had the data analyzed, I took the first session of this 
week to explained to SS the structure of the problem-solving 
essay. I provided to SS two types of structure. They also review 
the importance of an argument, the type of paragraphs and 
statement and how to use citations and references, which 
were topics that they learned at the beginning of the year. In 
order to start writing their essays, they were going to make use 
of the data analyzed, and of course to support those ideas, 
they were allowed to use their phones to look for further 
information. I suggested to them drafting their ideas first and 
from there, their writing exercise would be easier. Some of 
them consider this suggestion and some others didn't, which 
was fine. Students had all the sessions of this week (4) to 
construct their essay, and deliver it the following week in the 
final test week of the school.  
Through this process, I gave them the chance to either stay at 
the classroom or to choose a place around the school. While I 
checked the individual process of the SS, some asked for help 
in terms of vocabulary, especially, connectors or words related 
to a very specific area of study. In order to support their 
autonomous development, I provided to them a list of 
connectors to use depending on the purpose.     
By the last session, I asked them to choose a partner and to 
exchange their writings in order to check their partners' and 
provide some feedback on things that they could improve. 
there was a couple of friends who were quiet passive and then 
when I checked on them, one of the SS was still in the first part 
of the essay. So the other S say "Miss, what should I correct 
here? He doesn't have the essay yet". I suggest her to offer 
them support reviewing and sharpening the draft ideas in 
order for them to develop their essay properly.  

Considering that the writing process is different for 
every individual, the choice to either stay in the 
classroom or be outside was open for SS in order to 
have better concentration in the paper.  
The peer-check task was key for students to build 
their confidence on their own writing and to feel 
that it was not going to be read by only the teacher 
but also by their peers as well.   

 

SS still need guidance in strategies to look for new 
vocabulary and not only to rely on the teacher as 
someone how can give them the exact word they 
need.  
 

  

Journal Nov 8 – Nov 11 

Steps: Advocate for change from an argumentative writing voice 

Observation  Reflection 

As this week was for SS final tests in all their subjects, offer 
them some more extra time to conclude their writing and a 
deadline by the end of the weekend to send the essay through 
email. 
This week, we didn't have class. 

It is necessary to be thoughtful about the academic 
load and stress that SS might have by that period of 
time. 

  

Journal Jul 18 – Jul 22 

Steps: Advocate for change from an argumentative writing voice 
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Observation  Reflection 

For this last class with these SS, I have a few activities to do 
with them. First, I checked my email to be aware of who was 
missing to send the essay. Then, I shared a last survey about 
the project experience with them. And at the end, I took some 
time to thanked them for the time we spent as a class and all 
the knowledge that I received from them. Some of them also 
shared their thoughts about this class and they mentioned that 
they have had a very different English class as they really felt 
engaged and involved as human beings.  

By that time, I could tell that the teacher-student 
relationship evolved to a horizontal way of 
communication rather than vertical with certain 
diplomacy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EMPOWERING YOUNG VOICES IN THE COMMUNITY       
 42 

 

Annex No. 10 Rubric of assessment for the essay created 

 



EMPOWERING YOUNG VOICES IN THE COMMUNITY       
 43 

 

 

 

 

 


